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Carton packages are recyclable and are collected and recycled worldwide, where waste 
management and recycling infrastructure is in place. 
  
Cartons are made of approximately 70% paper, which is a renewable resource and therefore have a 
lower carbon footprint as compared to alternative packages (source: Life Cycle Assessment study 
conducted by ifeu in 2020, comparing the climate impact of carton packages with alternative 
packaging systems on the European market).  
  
When it comes to recycling in the Netherlands, carton packages are being collected for recycling in 
all municipalities. Due to intensive efforts from the carton industry since 2015, there is a well-
functioning collection and recycling stream in the Netherlands, resulting in over 60% carton 
packages being recycled. The carton industry, led by HEDRA, fully supports all measures that 
can increase collection and recycling even further, around building additional 
recycling infrastructure especially for polymers and aluminum (PolyAl) to secure all components 
are being recycled. A good example here is the partnership with Recon Polymers in Roosendaal for 
PolyAl recycling. 
  
In addition, as Tetra Pak and also supported by HEDRA, we actively support the government policies 
like Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) that incentivizes recycling and litter reduction. Deposit-
Refund-Systems (DRS) are one aspect of EPR and we believe DRS needs to be considered, provided 
that they are all applied to all beverage containers and all drinks. Besides, it is clear that we do not 
support statements that carton packages avoid deposit. 
  
However, more needs to be done.   
  
We are seeking opportunities across the entire recycling value chain to improve how cartons get 
recycled. We see it as our fundamental obligation to support the global and regional collection, 
sorting and recycling of carton packages. We are only one part of the beverage carton package 
voice. I would highly recommend you also reach out for HEDRA who will be able to speak in the 
name of the whole industry. 
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